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SUBJECT: GOM OFFICIAL REMARKS ON PRISONERS/NARCOTICS PROBLEM 

1 . SUMMARY: ON APRIL 5, SPEAKING AT THE OPENING OF THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL COURSE ON JUVENILE DELINQUENCY, SECRETARY OF 
GOBERNACION (INTERIOR) MARIO MOYA PALENCIA ONCE AGAIN 
EXPRESSED THE OFTEN-HEARD GOM POSITION THAT THE PROTECTIVE 
U.S.G. ATTITUDE TOWARD U.S. PRISONERS IN MEXICO IS QUOTE 
INCONGRUENT END QUOTE WITH U.S.G. POLICY OF INTENSIFYING 
THE ANIT DRUG WAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN HIS REMARKS, (ONLY PART OF WHICH DEALT WITH PRISONERS), 
MOYA REPORTEDLY MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. U.S.G. ATTITUDE IS INCONSISTENT, BECAUSE ON ONE HAND 
THEY PRAISE GOM ANTI-DRUG EFFORT, WHILE ON THE OTHER THEY 
CENSURE THE APPLICATION OF MEXICAN CONSTITUTION AGAINST 
THE 500 U.S. CITIZENS IN JAIL IN MEXICO. 

B. MEXICAN CITIZENS ARE ALSO IN PRISON IN THE U.S. AND 

SOME GREAT MEXICANS, SUCH AS RICARDO FLORES MAGON, HAVE EVEN 
DIED THERE. 
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C. CONTRIBUTING TO THE PROBLEM IS THE MISUNDERSTANDING OF 
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MEXICAN LEGAL SYSTEM AND OF MEXICAN CULTURE. 

D. MOST U.S. CITIZENS IN MEXICAN PRISONS ARE THERE BECAUSE 
THEY HAVE COMMITTED DRUG-RELATED CRIMES; THEY ARE SUBJECT TO 
THE SAME LEGAL PROCESS AND ENJOY THE SAME RIGHTS UNDER LAW 
AS ANY MEXICAN CITIZEN. 

3. MOYA APPARENTLY WAS RESPONDING TO A PRESS QUERY CONCERNING 
U.S.G. INTENT TO INVESTIGATE CONDITIONS OF U.S. PRISONERS 

IN MEXICO. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME HIGH GOM OFFICIALS 

HAVE OFFERED THIS APPARENT DICHOTOMY AS QTE EVIDENCE END QTE 
THAT U.S.G. POLICY ON PRISONERS IS INCONSISTENT WITH ITS 
ANTI-DRUG POSITION. WASHINGTON WILL RECALL THAT AMBASSADOR 
DE OLLOQUI WAS THE FURST TO CLAIM CONFUSION ABOUT U.S.G. 
ATTITUDE ON THIS SUBJECT. LATER, ATTORNEY GENERAL OJEDA 
PAULLADA MADE SIMILAR PUBLIC COMMENTS, AS DID AT LEAST ONE 
MEXICAN LEGISLATOR DURING THE RECENT MEXICO/U.S. INTER- 
PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE. 

5. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS ANY CONFLICT OR CONFUSION 
INHERENT IN U.S.G. POSITION CONCERNING PRISONERS AND NAR 
COTICS. THERE NEED BE NO INCONSISTENCY IN PROTECTING HUMAN 
RIGHTS, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME PROSECUTING NARCOTICS OFFEND- 
ERS WITH FULL VIGOR. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT HIGH GOM OFFICIALS 
ARE PERFECTLY AWARE OF THIS, AND ARE BEING DISINGENUOUS IN 
PRETENDING TO MISUNDERSTAND U.S.G. POLICY IN THIS REGARD. 

IN OUR OPINION, THESE STATEMENTS ARE MADE FOR DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL REASONS AND DO NOT REFLECT GENUINE GOM CONCERN. 

6. NEVERTHELESS, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO MAKE OUR POSITION 
CLEAR PRIVATELY TO GOM OFFICIALS AT EVERY APPROPRIATE 
OPPORTUNITY. MOREOVER, WE HOPE THE DEPT WILL SET THE PUBLIC 
RECORD STRAIGHT IF THE SPOKESMAN EVER RECEIVES A QUESTION 
ON THIS MATTER. 

THOMPSON 
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